Intraoperative ultrasound during ex situ liver resection.
This report describes the application of intraoperative ultrasound at the explanted liver during ex situ liver surgery. A 55-year-old woman underwent extracorporeal liver resection for multilocular metastases of a duodenal leiomyosarcoma. At surgery, routine intraoperative ultrasound (5-MHz probe) was performed before hepatectomy at the completely mobilized but still normally perfused liver. After hepatectomy ultrasound of the liver was repeated at the back table. By use of the ultrasonographic examination at the back table all the metastases seen with usual intraoperative ultrasound could be confirmed. In addition, one metastasis with a diameter of 6 mm was detected which had neither been suggested by peroperative computer tomography and sonography nor by intraoperative ultrasound or surgical exploration. In cases of extracorporeal liver surgery the combination of in situ and ex situ sonography may improve the identification of hepatic metastases.